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Nova Scotia’s Second Veterinary Technician Program Launches

Dartmouth, NS - The Nova Scotia SPCA College of Animal Welfare is taking applications
for the inaugural Veterinary Technician class expected to start this spring.

“The two-year Veterinary Technician Program prepares students for a career in the animal
care industry,” says college vice-president, Marni Tuttle. “Students will develop skills to
assist veterinarians in treating animals by administering medications, testing blood and
other samples, taking X-rays, administering anesthesia and monitoring patients during and
after surgery.”

The program will take place at the newly renovated college in Burnside. Students
will engage in in-class learning, gain hands-on experience, and complete 240 hours of a
clinical internship.

Prerequisites for the program include a grade 12 diploma, adult diploma, or GED, as well
as a recommended average of 75% or higher in each of the following courses: Grade 12
English, Grade 12 Academic Math or Pre-Calculus, Grade 11 or 12 Biology, and Grade 11
or 12 Chemistry.

“This is exciting growth from our veterinary assistant program, which we have been
running for five years now, and will continue to offer,” says Tuttle. “Having a second



veterinary technician program being offered in Nova Scotia will make a significant impact
on animal welfare in our region.”

Applicants can apply now at www.spcacollege.ca for an expected start date of May 2026
and graduation in June 2028. The program is still pending approval from the Department
of Advanced Education and Labour once the renovations are complete
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About the Nova Scotia SPCA

Proudly following no-kill principles, the Nova Scotia SPCA is a registered charity that helps
companion animals in need. In 2024, approximately 24,000 pets were helped through
animal rescue, progressive programs, and rehoming opportunities. They do not receive
any government funding for their shelters, so the SPCA relies on community support to
help care for local pets in need. To learn more, visit www.novascotiaspca.ca.

About the Nova Scotia SPCA College of Animal Welfare

The Nova Scotia SPCA College is committed to providing high-quality education to raise
standards in animal welfare. The programs offer an educational environment of small
classes, hands-on experience in both shelter and hospital settings, and credentialed
instructors. Students are taught academic excellence in balance with skills for overall
wellness. Students graduate job-ready with a passion for their industry. The Nova Scotia
SPCA college responds to community and business needs by providing excellence in
animal welfare education. The college is active in supporting and creating a diverse and
inclusive workforce in the animal welfare industry. To learn more,

visit www.spcacollege.ca
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