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Evacuated NWT Dogs Come to Nova Scotia 

 

Dartmouth, Nova Scotia –The Nova Scotia SPCA has taken in 16 dogs from Hay River, NWT, 

after wildfires devastated the town and continue to burn.  
 

The 11 puppies and five adult dogs are from the Hay River Animal Shelter, located in the 

remote community of approximately 3,500 people. The animals have been living in Grande 

Prairie and Edmonton, Alberta in various foster homes and boarding facilities since the 

evacuation order was given. The last Facebook post the Hay River Animal Shelter made was 

on August 13, asking anyone who could, to take an animal from the shelter with them as they 

left town.  
 

“A volunteer loaded up her car and just drove,” says Sarah Lyon, Provincial Director of 

External Relations at the Nova Scotia SPCA. “She got some animals to Grande Prairie, while 

the rest were brought to Edmonton via military transport when the fire reached just a 

kilometre outside of the centre of the town.”  
 

Hay River Animal Shelter worked with Veterinarians Without Borders/Vétérinaires Sans 

Frontières to arrange for another shelter to take them. With wildfires raging throughout 

Western Canada, no shelter could take in the dogs. So, they called the Nova Scotia SPCA.  

“The Nova Scotia SPCA has a strong legacy of supporting animals during emergencies, as 

exemplified during their response efforts to wildfires that happened across Nova Scotia in 

May,” says Marieke Van Der Veldon, VMB/VSF’s’ Northern Canada Program Manager. 

“Although space in their shelters is significantly limited at this time, their offer of help for 

these 16 animals is truly appreciated, as they quite literally have nowhere else to go.”     

Another charity partner helping to make this happen was Wings of Rescue who organized 

the transport of the dogs, flying them to Nova Scotia.  
 

“We are so happy to be a part of the continued support of Canadian animals affected by this 

summer’s wildfires,” says Ashley Wright, Executive Director, Wings of Rescue. “We look 

forward to them finding their forever homes in Nova Scotia.” 



All of the dogs will receive medical treatment from the Nova Scotia SPCA Veterinarians and 

will need spay/neuters, vaccines, and some, possibly dental surgery. The puppies have been 

placed in foster homes and the adult dogs in shelters across the province. Until they have 

finished or received any treatment needed, they will not be up for adoption.  
 

As the SPCA cares for these animals, there are ways that Nova Scotians can help. “You can 

support the work that we do by donating towards their medical care and time in the shelter 

and fosters at www.novascotiaspca.ca/NWTdogs. You can adopt an animal we already have 

in care, or you can volunteer to be a foster. Fosters are needed all year long,” says Lyon. 
 

“We are grateful that we have a strong network of foster families. They are helping make this 

intake of dogs possible,” says Lyon. “And our staff who are proud to help the Hay River 

Animal Shelter.”  
 

“We always triage space for emergencies,” says Lyon. “And when we were approached to 

help, to bring in 16 dogs, we thought about the wildfires we went through this past May 

ourselves, and how lucky we were that we did not have to evacuate any of our shelters. But if 

we had, we hope that when asked to help our animals, someone would have said yes.” 
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About the Nova Scotia SPCA 

Proudly following no-kill principles, the Nova Scotia SPCA is a registered charity that helps 

companion animals in need. Every year, approximately 15,000 pets are helped through 

animal rescue, progressive programs, and rehoming opportunities. They do not receive any 

government funding for their shelters, so the SPCA relies on community support to help care 

for local pets in need. To learn more visit www.novascotiaspca.ca. 
 

About Veterinarians Without Borders/Vétérinaires Sans Frontières  

Using a One Health approach, Veterinarians Without Borders/Vétérinaires Sans Frontières 

(VWB/VSF) works for, and with, communities in need to foster the health of animals, people 

and the environments that sustain us. VWB/VSF works in Africa and Asia to improve the 

living conditions of the most disadvantaged rural populations through veterinary and 

agricultural services, sustainable animal production, training, value chain development and 

sustainable natural resource management. Additionally, we support remote Northern 

communities in Canada to improve animal health through temporary spay and neuter clinics, 

reduce the spread of rabies, and work to create the conditions for long-term, community-led 

sustainable animal health services. Learn more about VWB/VSF’s efforts in the North and 

more at vetswithoutborders.ca.   

 

http://www.novascotiaspca.ca/NWTdogs


About the Northern Animal Health Initiative  
 

The NAHI program is focused on increasing access to animal health services in the Canadian 

North by providing services and resources to strengthen capacity in remote communities in 

Nunavut and the Northwest Territories. VWB/VSF develops partnerships with remote 

communities in the Canadian territories upon their invitation. Together, they work to 

identify needs and build a plan with community representatives and leadership to strengthen 

local capacity to address animal care needs year-round. This includes offering annual 

temporary veterinary clinics with a team of volunteers. VWB/VSF’s goal is to build a 

sustainable framework that will create the conditions for lasting, community-driven animal 

health. 
 

About Wings of Rescue 

 

Wings of Rescue is a nonprofit organization that transports abandoned, homeless, and 

otherwise at-risk pets from overcrowded shelters and disaster areas to the safety of rescue 

facilities and animal welfare organizations. Every year Wings of Rescue dispatches planes 

delivering thousands of pounds of humanitarian and veterinary aid to communities and pets 

in need. The group serves as sponsors for spay/neuter programs and other life-saving 

practices. Since its founding in 2012, Wings of Rescue pilots have safely and efficiently flown 

over 69,000 pets out of harm’s way and on to new lives. The nonprofit group operates 

hundreds of missions per year carrying thousands of dogs, cats, and other small companion 

animals to and from locations throughout the United States, Canada and the Caribbean. 

Advocating that all pets deserve a healthy and loving home, Wings of Rescue believes that 

responsible pet ownership enriches lives and builds stronger and more compassionate 

communities. For additional information visit wingsofrescue.org. 
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